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Greetings, Friends!

•“Let• us• go• then
• •and• work
• •with
• •a new
• •love• in• the• service
• • •of•the•poor,
• •looking
• • even
• • for• the
• •most• destitute
• • • and
••

abandoned among them. Let us recognize that before God they are our lords and masters and we are
unworthy to render them our small services.” (St. Vincent de Paul, Documents, volume 11, page 393)

The challenge that St. Vincent de Paul gave to the Vincentian Family in
the 1600’s has been underscored and restated many times during this
past year by Pope Francis. We must go to those who are poor and most
abandoned and bring the JOY of the Gospel to them. In July and August, 16 Vincentian Lay Missionaries will answer that call as they journey to Ethiopia and Kenya for a month of service.

Each VLM will carry two suitcases containing materials to be used in
the ministries; but the real treasures for the trip will be stored in the
heart of each young person. Their zeal, enthusiasm, compassion, creativity, and presence will touch all those they meet: the Daughters of
Charity who welcome them as part of their apostolic communities in Jimma, Ethiopia and Chepnyal, Kitale, and
Thigio, Kenya; their co-workers as they plan activities for the children, young adults, and mothers seeking the
means to support their families; in one another as they reflect on their experiences each day; but, most specially
in the people they serve.

Please pray for them by name-- Jenny, Bill, Bridget, James, Emily, Becca, Melisa, Melanie, Angela, Kerry, Rob,
Alyson, Meghan, Allison, Kalani, Joanna—as they work with a new love among the people of Africa.
Love, prayers, and blessings,
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Sister Mary Beth Kubera, D.C.
Spiritual Advisor of the VLM

We are gearing up for another exciting summer with VLM. You can read about the 16 missionaries traveling to
Ethiopia and Kenya inside this newsletter. I am excited to report that we will be returning to Thigio, Kenya and
Jimma, Ethiopia for the first time since 2010. The timing is now right to return and see all that has changed in
both sites over the last four years. VLM will also travel back to Chepnyal and Kitale, Kenya as well, as we have
each year since 2011.

You will also see in this issue that our VLM family has been rapidly expanding. As of today, 92 people have
participated in VLM since our first summer traveling to Africa in 2005. We have come a long way since originally having just three VLM back in 2005! This year we also expanded our family by welcoming seven new babies and three spouses. Several VLM are also engaged to be married this summer and fall.
Since the mission of VLM is to foster systemic change in communities in Ethiopia and Kenya we are constantly
responding to new needs and requests of people in the communities where we work. VLM working in Chepnyal, Kenya this August will be initiating a new project geared toward creating systemic change in that community. Read more about what will happen in
Chepnyal on pages 4-5.
Thank you for your continued support and
prayers!
Sincerely,

Jess

Jessica Werner
VLM Director
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2014 Vincentian
Lay Missionaries

Weddings

Jimma, Ethiopia
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Allison Howard will be returning to Jimma after previously spending a year and a half there in 2010-2011 with
VLM. She currently works as a hospital social worker in
Rochester, NY.

Allison Howard

Kalani Personius

Kalani Personius teaches English as a Second Language at
Our Savior Catholic School in Cocoa Beach, FL.

Meghan Keller is a school counselor at St. Peter School in
Washington D.C.

Joanna Holzhaeuser is an English teacher at Amherst High
School in Amherst, WI.

Meghan Keller

Emily LaHood and
Josef Olsen
were married on
February 22, 2014

Emily Ce Anderson and
Randall Miller
were married on
July 27, 2013

Jenn Bauman and
Mark Jansen
were married on
July 20, 2013

Engagements

Joanna Holzhaeuser

Chepnyal, Kenya
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Jenny Mohan will be returning to Chepnyal as a coordinator for a third time. She is currently the Outreach Program
Manager at the St. Vincent De Paul Center in Chicago.

William Worms is also a co-coordinator and will be returning to Chepnyal for a second time. He is currently
working as an Audit Associate for Deloitte Consulting in
Cleveland.

James Finnegan currently works as an Audit Associate for
KPMG in Manhattan.

Jenny Mohan

William Worms
Kate Linden will marry
Marty Sampson
on October 11, 2014

Bridget Simonis works as a Manager for Transaction
Services at PricewaterhouseCoopers in Chicago.
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James Finnegan

Bridget Simonis

Mike Van Dorpe will
marry Jillian Gindy
on September 20, 2014

Kristina Schliesman will
marry Mike Daloia
on September 27, 2014

Anne Stolz will marry
Stephen Anderson
on July 11, 2014
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Babies

••••••••••••
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VLM Alumni
Announcements

Our website is getting a makeover!
Check us out: www.vlmusa.org

Kitale, Kenya
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Emily Edwards is returning to Kitale for the third time and
will act as the site coordinator. She is a graduate of DePaul University currently working as a nanny in Chicago
and exploring post-graduate service opportunities.
Melanie Hernandez is pursuing a M.S. degree in Public
Relations and Corporate Communication at NYU.
Melisa Martinez is pursuing a M.A. in General/Experimental Psychology at St. John’s University in Queens,
NY.

Emily Edwards

Melanie Hernandez

Melisa Martinez

Becca Knight

Becca Knight is pursing a Masters of Social Work at the
University of Denver.

Gina and Jon Gordon
Rose and Matt DeBoer
welcomed Florence ‘Reny’ welcomed Gabriel Thomas
Rose on October 25, 2013
on December 4, 2013

Christy and Kevin Toben
welcomed James Francis
on November 17, 2013

Amy Nemmers and Levi
Fossen welcomed Ivy Rose
on December 25, 2013

Thigio, Kenya
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Angela Klipp is returning to Thigio for a fourth time and
will serve as the site coordinator. She works as a Survey
Specialist at the National Opinion Research Center at the
University of Chicago.

Angela Klipp

Krissy and Alex Bruce
welcomed Anna Grace on
January 26, 2014
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Bridget Doyle Johnson
and Matthew Benoit
welcomed Aidan Doyle
on March 12, 2014

Rob Sander

Christine and Evan Jones
welcomed Andrew Vincent
on March 23, 2014

Rob Sander is currently doing a year of service with the
Vincentian Volunteers of Cincinnati and works at the
Ozanam Center for Service Learning in Cincinnati.

Alyson Hankwitz is completing a year of service with the
Colorado Vincentian Volunteers. She works at Lutheran
Family Services in Denver.
Kerry Carroll teaches Religious Studies at Immaculate
Heart Academy in Washington, NJ.

Alyson Hankwitz

Kerry Carroll
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VLM Work to Create Systemic
Change in Chepnyal, Kenya: Part I

By: Jenny Mohan (Chepnyal 2011, 2013 and 2014)

It was the third day of business workshops taught by
VLM for the women of the Pokot Tribe in Chepnyal,
Kenya. The final session was Q & A. Finding the answers to the women’s questions was one of the toughest moments in my life. I could not answer from my
experiences as an American female with graduate
level education. I could not answer because I did not
have children to take care of, cultural traditions to adhere to, or lack resources such as running water, electricity, internet, access to banks, and so on. But I could
listen and ask questions and in return offer the women
an opportunity to share their voices. I could ask questions that would offer an opportunity for the women to
discover the answers themselves. This was a moment
where I truly came to understand the purpose and role
of VLM.
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Chepnyal has welcomed VLM each August to enhance
and support the work of the Daughters of Charity with
the people of Chepnyal. Throughout the past three
years, VLM provided social and education opportunities for over 1,000 children working with teachers at
five schools, facilitating small business education
workshops to over 500 women, leadership workshops
for high school students, parish retreats for 280 young
adults, and activity days for 200 children affected by
various disabilities.

What my moment in 2011 taught me was that while I
would never have the answers to the women’s questions, an opportunity was there to be a part of the answers. A component of the VLM program asks VLM
missionaries to reflect and identify how their presence,
support, and resources can continue to promote systemic development at their respective sites. For Chepnyal, this resulted in the creation of a production unit
through the polytechnic school to provide employment

opportunities for graduates, and commitment to enhancing and providing access to education for children, and economic development.

After three summers, it was clear that the access to resources for economic development is limited. The lingering question at the end of each summer from
participants was always, “how can we save money for
start up when there is no opportunity for extra income?” Small business education workshops offer
continuing education, but the participants still face a
barrier to applying their skills and education towards
economic development because they lack capital for
start up costs. On average, it takes 5-7 years for an individual to save $15.00 in Chepnyal. On average, it
costs about $30.00 to start a small business.
In conversations with the Daughters and the people of
Chepnyal, an opportunity to collaborate to support
economic development was identified. In August

2014, the fourth cohort of VLM will serve in Chepnyal to assist with the creation of the first community
small business. VLM missionaries will provide intensive mentoring, education, and support to the small
business community group. VLM will spend their time
working side-by-side with the women to teach and assist with implementing business practices and principles to successfully start the first community business.
Project design will also include teaching the first community group and other members of the development
center how to mentor and educate future small business community groups and implementing a revolving
fund structure allowing for future community small
businesses resulting in economic development for
Chepnyal, Kenya. Stay tuned for an update, following
the summer, about progress on this new initiative!
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