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Greetings!

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
“And all of you, be thankful for the care which Divine Providence takes of you by providing
you with all that is necessary.” (St. Louise de Marillac, L.441, June, 1642, Spiritual Writings, page 750)

God’s Providence is so evident in the unfolding of the Vincentian Lay
Missionary program! What began in 2005 with 3 VLM has blossomed
into a vibrant group of nearly 100 zealous young adults strongly
connected to one another and to their sites in Bahir Dar, Jimma, Nairobi,
Thigio, Kiio, Kitale, and Chepnyal. The 10 year anniversary was
celebrated enthusiastically by 25 VLM alums, their spouses, children,
and parents the week-end of June 27-28. Through rituals, dialogue,
prayer, meals, informal sharing, and liturgy the VLM who were present
articulated how the Vincentian charism brought a sharp focus to their
relationships, ministries, and daily living both during their time in Africa
and once they returned to their homes. They continue to support their
mission sites through prayer and projects!

So, let us give thanks for those God has called to serve as VLM and for God’s continued blessings upon this
program. We pray also for the Sisters who welcomed us into their hearts and homes in Ethiopia and Kenya, for
our collaborators there, and for all of those who evangelized us during our missionary experience. We pray, too,
for the many benefactors who have assisted us in serving those most in need.
Blessings, love, and prayers,

8 2

Sister Mary Beth Kubera, D.C.
Vincentian Lay Missionary Spiritual Advisor

2015 is a special year for VLM as it is the 10
year anniversary of the program. It was 10 years
ago this July that our brave Spiritual Advisor,
Sr. Mary Beth Kubera, foundress of VLM,
headed to Ethiopia for the first time to establish
a program there. This pilot group learned a
quick lesson in flexibility—they were originally
scheduled to work at the Atse School in Addis
Ababa but upon arrival they discovered that
their services were needed more in Bahir Dar, a
smaller city in the north. Without hesitation the
group packed up and shipped out to Bahir Dar, a city we
continued working in until 2012. At the end of June, VLM from around the country gathered in Chicago to
celebrate our anniversary. Check out pictures inside from our special weekend together.

Thank you for all of your support over the years. This program has grown and changed so much because of our
amazing donors and alumni, and of course, the on-going sponsorship of the Daughters of Charity. I’m excited to
see what the next 10 years will bring!
In Vincent and Louise,

Jess

Jessica Werner
VLM Director
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•••••••••••
2015 Vincentian
Lay Missionaries

Jimma, Ethiopia
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Meghan Keller
Meghan Keller
returned to
Jimma as the site
coordinator.
Meghan is a school
counselor at
St. Peter School in
Washington DC.

Sarah Rajewski
teaches middle
school English in
Shawnee, KS

Sarah Rajewski
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Anna Combs
Anna Combs will
be a senior at the
University of
Dayton this fall.
She is studying
Middle Childhood
Education and has
certification in
TOESL.

•CHI• TO
• NAI
•••••••••
Angela Klipp (Thigio 2008, 2009, 2010,
2014) and Jenny Mohan (Chepnyal
2011, 2012, 2014) are currently raising
money to support their communities in
Kenya, by doing what they love—
biking!

Chi to Nai on a Bike
chitonai.com

Nate Stroempl is a
religious studies
teacher in Akron,
OH, but will be
moving to China
in the fall to teach
English.

Nate Stroempl

“CHI to NAI has been rubber to the road for almost 2 months. We’ve ridden nearly
1,200 miles, raised close to $2,000, and posted a new blog post almost every week. We
both miss Kenya very much, but are reminded that in each mile we ride we’re riding
alongside our friends there and here.” - Jenny Mohan
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VLM Alumni Announcements

Over the last decade VLM alumni have donated over $220,000 to
support the communities where they worked as missionaries. Many
of these donations were simply out of pocket, but others came
through creative fundraising campaigns.

JIMMA

VLM received a request from Sr.
Tsege Abraha, Sister Servant in
Jimma, Ethiopia, to raise funds
to dig a well and outfit the Pope
John Paul II school with plumbing so the Ginjo community in
Jimma would have access to
clean water. Jimma alumni took
the reins by reaching out to their
families, friends, and schools
where they work. Krissy Bruce
(Jimma 2007, 2008), a Montessori Pre-K/Kindergarten teacher
in Albany, NY, organized a
school wide walk-a-thon at the
end of June, where her school
community “walked for water.”
Krissy helped raise $5,700 for
Jimma. In addition to organizing
the “walk for water” Krissy also
reached out to her school and
was able to have 9 boxes of
school supplies donated for the
schools in Jimma!
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We welcome new spouses and children into our VLM family!

Gray Michael Werner was Hallie Kimiyo Greene was
born on January 19, 2015 born on February 20, 2015

Kaleb Reed Gordon was
born on April 13, 2015

Luke Francis Astridge was
born on May 6, 2015

Olive Irene Tully was
born on May 10, 2015

Landria Louise Jansen was
born on May 30, 2015

Anne Stolz
married Stephen Anderson
on July 11, 2014

Mike Van Dorpe
married Jillian Gindy
on September 21, 2014

Kate Linden
married Marty Sampson
on October 11, 2014

Emily Herr is engaged to
Pedro Mendez

Kristina Schliesman
married Mike Daloia
on September 27, 2014

Anna Louise Toben was
born on June 16, 2015

Raelynne Lee
married Andrew Scott
on April 11, 2015

3

Celebrating 10 years of VLM!

On June 27-28, 2015, VLM alumni and their families gathered in
Chicago, IL, to celebrate the 10 year anniversary of VLM. There
were 25 alumni present who represented each year of VLM. The
weekend was spent reconnecting, meeting other alumni and their
families and sharing memories from Ethiopia and Kenya. The
reunion concluded with a special mass on Sunday celebrated by
Fr. Daniel Hasso, C.M.
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