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Dear Friends,

• •“I shall
• • abandon
• • • myself
• • completely
• • • •into• the
• •hands
• •of •God• in•gratitude
• • •for• His• great
• • love
• •which
• •led• Him
• •to •
manifest Himself to the whole human race and for the knowledge He gave His creatures of the means they have
to give themselves entirely to Him.”
(St. Louise de Marillac, Spiritual Writings of St. Louise de Marillac, A.5, page 715)

The theme of this issue of our newsletter seems to be saying
YES to God. St. Louise de Marillac and St. Vincent de Paul
encouraged a whole-hearted yes response in each Daughter of
Charity they sent out to serve those living in poverty. In the
Vincentian tradition, we welcome the newest VLM who have
said yes to being sent to Jimma, Ethiopia, and to Thigio and
Chepnyal, Kenya! We are also grateful for the yeses of many
VLM alumnae/alumni who assist with orientation and retreat,
who spearhead fund-raising for projects in all of our sites,
who contribute their ideas and suggestions so the Vincentian
Lay Missionary program will grow and change in order to
meet the needs of the most abandoned. We thank the Daughters of Charity and their lay collaborators who say yes by welcoming us to collaborate with them in their ministry to our
brothers and sisters living in poverty. We thank all of those
who say yes by their prayers and generous contributions to
many VLM projects.
With gratitude, love, and blessings!
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Sister Mary Beth Kubera, D.C.
VLM Spiritual Advisor

In 2006 I took a leap of faith and joined Sr. Mary Beth on her second VLM trip to Bahir Dar, Ethiopia. I had no
idea how much that experience would change the trajectory of my life. VLM has led me down so many new
paths, one of the most important being my relationship with the Vincentians. Directing VLM, sitting on the
Board for the Vincentian Mission Corps, being a member of MISEVI-USA, serving as a liaison with the Vincentian Family Collaborators, working on a research project to understand the needs of other young adult, lay
Vincentians….it has been quite a journey. I said “yes” in 2006 and continue saying it to this day.
In this newsletter you will see pictures of the newest members of our VLM family, those who have said “yes” to
the call to serve as new missionaries, as well as the new children and spouses of VLM alumni. You will read
about Mike Van Dorpe, DePaul University graduate and current DePaul staff member, who writes about his own
experiences saying “yes” to the Vincentians. Mike is just one of 92 VLM alumni who continue to remain engaged and committed to the work of the Vincentian Family.
Thank you to all of our alumni who said “yes” and who
continue to say it years after your service to VLM has
ended. And a HUGE thank you as well to our friends
and loved ones who have remained so supportive over
the years. We would not be VLM without you!

Jess

Peace,

Jessica Werner
VLM Director

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Introducing
the 2016 VLM!!!

• • •Jimma,
• • • •Ethiopia
•••••••
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Over the last year and a half, I find myself saying
“yes” to invitations from the Vincentian Family. I
helped out with Jess Werner and Scott Kelley’s
research about ‘Unaffiliated Lay Vincentians;’
I served on the planning committee for the
Vincentian Family Gathering in Denver, CO this
past October; and I am writing this very article
from Philadelphia where I am a part of a
‘Vincentian Young Adult Task Force.’ All of these
projects have added to the conversation about
Vincentian Young Adult involvement with the
Vincentian Charism. We ask ourselves: how do
we continue to engage with the poor and the
teachings of St. Vincent, St. Louise and the Blessed Frederic Ozanam? How do we stay engaged with the
Vincentian Family after having transformative experiences with VLM, DePaul University, the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, CVV, and so many other Vincentian colleges and universities and service groups? How can
we continue to grow in our understanding of the Vincentian mission?

“I do know that I am being called. All I can do is say ‘yes’.”

Alex
Amodei

Rachel
Hanigan

We learned afterwards that this was the
‘invitation’ that was circulated around the area for
the retreat. No mention of a retreat, no mention of
what we would do, simply an invitation to spend
time with four Americans. While most of the
retreatants were within thirty or so minutes of the
Daughters’ complex, there were some people that
walked almost eight hours to join us that
weekend. They didn’t know what we were going
to do; they didn’t even know if we had enough
room. But, they were invited, said “yes,” and
walked.

I look back and remember those that walked eight hours to attend our retreat in Chepnyal, and I feel nothing but
inspiration and reassurance. They trusted that by saying “yes” they would be a part of something special and
meaningful. I have no idea where these invitations in my life will lead me. I don’t even know what I will be
invited to do. However, I do know that I am being called. All I can do is say “yes.”

Lindy
Nawrocki
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Denise
Prociuk

Kat
O’Loughlin

Mike Van Dorpe is the Program Coordinator for Scholarships and
Vincentian Family Initiatives in the Office of Mission and Values at
DePaul University. He lives in Chicago with his wife, Jillian.
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“Come on the 18th.
four Americans
will be there.”

Chepnyal, Kenya
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

By: Mike Van Dorpe (Chepnyal 2011)

••••••••••••

Jen
Kouba

Angie
Gubbels

Bella
Davila

Claudia
Guzman

Thigio, Kenya
THigio,
Kenya
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

In August of 2011, I was lucky enough to be a part
of the first VLM community to journey to Chepnyal,
Kenya. We did a variety of ministries with the
community there, including camps for children, small
business workshops with women in the area, and a
retreat with young adults on the weekend of the 18th.
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“They didn’t know what we were
going to do; they didn’t even know
if we had enough room. But, they
were invited, said ‘yes,’ and
walked.”

Alyson
Hankwitz

Rebecca
Harping

Suzanne
Gillen

Ana
Davila
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Celebrations

Alumni Events

••••••••••••
Chicago VLM alumni
gathered for lunch on
April 20, 2016. VLM
in attendance were
Alex Antonacci,
Alyson Hankwitz,
Mike Van Dorpe,
Angela Klipp,
Suzanne Gillen,
Claudia Guzman,
Sister Mary Beth
Kubera and Jenny
Mohan.

Alex Antonacci recently graduated from DePaul
University’s College of Law. Alex will be moving
to West Palm Beach, FL to work as an Assistant
Public Defender at the Palm Beach County Public
Defender’s office. Congratulations, Alex!

Weddings

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Emily Herr and Pedro
Mendez were married on
November 14, 2015

Bridget Wescott married
Charles Mersmann on
November 27, 2015

Kate Shaughnessy will
marry Fares Saqfalhait on
September 10, 2016

Lauren Reiss will marry
Norm Simms on
October 22, 2016

Babies

Josephine Ann
Mary Frances “Frannie” Felicity Louise
O’Dor was born on Sampson was born on Jones was born on
July 11, 2015
October 19, 2015
October 30, 2015
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Luke Kelly
was born on
February 19, 2016

VLM alumni living in the
Washington DC area met
for brunch on April 2,
2016. VLM in attendance
were Caitlin Hinrichs,
Lauren Reiss, Meghan
Keller, Adrienne
Formentos and Jess
Werner.

Katharine Florence
Fry was born on
March 9, 2016
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