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Hello Friends,

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
“We must strive to soften our hearts
and make them sensitive to the sufferings
and worries of our neighbor.”
(Coste, CM Conference, August 6, 1656, page 321)
As we continue to celebrate the Vincentian charism, I can’t help
but think that St. Vincent de Paul got it right. It is all about
noticing. In a world in which people give 10 times more
attention to their cell phones than they do to what is going on
right in front of them, we who embrace the Vincentian charism
have an opportunity to be different. We can truly be present to
others seeing them not only with the eyes of our minds but also
with the eyes of our hearts. In a few weeks our 2017 VLM will begin their ministry in
Ethiopia. My prayer is that they will truly be present to the children they are teaching, to the
men and women they encounter as they walk through Jimma and Bahir Dar, to those who offer
them bread and coffee in their homes, and to one another. I pray that God will soften their
hearts so they can truly understand the sufferings and worries of their neighbors.

It is hard to believe that 12 years ago the first group of VLM traveled to Ethiopia. Twelve years
and 105 VLM later and our VLM family just keeps growing! Inside you will see the faces of the
new 2017 VLM who are headed to Jimma and Bahir Dar, Ethiopia, in July. You will also see all
the new additions of spouses and children to our VLM family. I love hearing the good news of
our VLM alumni!
One of the reasons VLM is
so special is that it truly is a
family. We celebrate each
other’s joys, and we mourn
for each other and support
each other through difficult
times as well. I feel so
lucky and blessed to have
these 105 men and women
in my life.
Please continue to keep the
VLM and those we serve in
your prayers!
Sincerely,
Jess

With gratitude, love, and blessings!
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Sister Mary Beth Kubera, D.C.
VLM Spiritual Advisor
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Meet the

•••••••••••••••

Denise Prociuk was recently awarded the Frédéric Ozanam Scholarship from
DePaul University. The Ozanam Scholarship provides full-time graduate
tuition for students who have shown their commitment to leading lives of
service. Denise will be studying Educational Leadership at DePaul.

Jimma, Ethiopia

Becca Knight will
be returning to
VLM this year as a
Coordinator in
Jimma, Ethiopia. She
served with VLM in
Kitale in 2014. Becca
is a social worker
in Denver.

Becca
Knight

Marcus Williams
will serve in Jimma.
He majors in
Business at the
College of Mount
Saint Vincent in
the Bronx, NY.

Raelynne &
Andrew Scott
welcomed Kateri
on Nov. 24, 2016

marcus
williams
Krissy and Alex
Bruce welcomed
Bennett on
Nov. 14, 2016
Annie Eckhardt
will serve in Jimma.
She is a Nursing
student at Niagara
University in
Niagara Falls, NY.
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Amy Nemmers
and Levi Fossen
will be married
on Sept. 12, 2017

Christy & Kevin
Toben welcomed
Mary Ruth on
April 7, 2017

Suzanne Gillen &
Jonathan Hannau
will be married on
June 16, 2018

annie
eckhardt
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alumni announcements

2017 VLM!

•••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••
Bahir Dar, Ethiopia

Loramarie
Muratore will serve
as Coordinator in
Bahir Dar, Ethiopia.
Loramarie is
currently a Campus
Minister at the
Mary Louise
Academy in New
York.

loramarie
muratore
Alex and Matt
McGee were
married on
August 28, 2015

Kate Shaughnessy
& Fares Saqfalhait
were married on
Sept. 10, 2016

Alex and Matt
McGee welcomed
Duke McGee on
Dec. 13, 2016

Rose & Matt
DeBoer
welcomed Maria
on Oct. 11, 2016

Lauren Reiss and
Norman Simms
were married on
October 22, 2016

Owen Smith will
serve in Bahir Dar.
He a History and
Economics major
at the College of
Mount Saint
Vincent in the
Bronx, NY.

owen
smith

Alexia Quinn will
serve in Bahir Dar.
She is a 7th grade
Language Arts
teacher in East
Harlem, NY.
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alexia
quinn
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A Reflection on Jimma
By: Kat O’Loughlin

••••••••••••••

My experience in Ethiopia taught me more than I could ever put into words, and nearly a year
later I am still finding new things to process. However, that moment, the witnessing of pulling
more chairs to the table, ensuring there was a seat for everyone—regardless of religion, class,
ethnicity, and health—is something that will never leave me. For four years, I have worked as a
campus minister at a Vincentian college, so I thought I knew everything about the charism I
could. However, in that moment, I learned the core of the Vincentian charism: the love of acceptance always centered on Jesus Christ, and always ensuring there is a place at the table for
anyone who wishes to join.

One of the services we were invited to during our time in Jimma was to serve lunch and be
present with those living in the “leprosy community” on the outskirts of the city. This was
something I never thought I would experience. Hansen’s disease is practically curable with the
right medication, and very few countries still stigmatize and isolate those living with Hansen’s
disease. During this lunch, Sr. Tsege joined hands with the elders who were of the Islamic faith
and said grace. The prayer was said in Amharic, according to the Islam tradition and Catholic
tradition, as well as in English for our benefit. This image, hands joining hands and all seated
around tables breaking bread together, is one I will never forget. Later that day I was out back in
the cook’s kitchen and the only painting on the wall was a small icon of St. Vincent de Paul at
the circle table, joined by members of every background, creed, race, with a vague image of
Jesus in the center. It was as though the wind was knocked out of me: this was the charism of
the Vincentian Family. What I witnessed that day at lunch and what I saw reflected in that
image was the love and acceptance that St. Vincent de Paul created hundreds of years ago—the
charism that the Vincentian family today strives to live out.
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